English 8
Original Short Story - Criteria



1. Character Focus
-the plot is important, but be sure to write a story where we feel connected to the character(s).
-internal conflicts, not a ton of action. Simple problems / decisions – a character who is struggling with something.

2. Avoid rewriting a movie 

3. You can use dialogue, but you don’t have to. 
	-tip – new speaker means a new paragraph. 

4. You can write in the first person if you want to (I). This is by far the easiest way to write your story.
	-as a bonus, we will know what your main character is thinking and feeling.

5. Tenses – pick one and stick to it. It’s always easiest to write in the past tense.

6. Format:
· Your story must be typed. Max 1500 words (this would be quite short). 12 point font, Times New Roman.
· page numbers and title on the pages (in a header in the top right corner)

7. Other tips:
· avoid clichés or unrealistic ideas 
· no death (don’t manipulate the plot with it). 
· avoid “and then I woke up. It was all a dream.”
· be descriptive with language 
· don’t write something that will make Mr. Baker uncomfortable. If he cries, that’s awesome though!


8. Ideas / themes you might choose to explore (here are a few ideas).

· Loss / Moving on
· Decisions / Choices
· Relationships / Friendships 
· Fitting in
· Dealing with change
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Coping with a life altering event 

